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SOMETHING

The oceans around Ireland contain

some of the most productive mackerel, boarfish, blue whiting Did you knOW?

fishing grounds and biologically herring, cod, whiting, haddock, . . o
sensitive areas in the EU. The saithe, hake, megrim, anglerfish, If you want to find out the dge of a fISh' It's

fisheries resource is the bedrock of  plaice and sole. jUSt like meqsuring the age of a tree-trunk.

the Irish seafood industry. In fact, Scientists take the otolith (eor-bone) from the
Each year, the data collected

R MR CIHIE Sl = on these surveys goes towards fish, and they count the rings that they can

fishing quota in recent yearsisin o/ "k assessment which is see. The number of rings is the age of the fish!
excess of 220 million euro annually!
summarised in The Stock Book.
Up to seven fishery survey The Stock Book provides the latest
programmes are undertaken on scientific advice for fish stocks of
board the RV Celtic Explorer and interest to Ireland.
the RV Celtic Voyager each year.
Scientists carry out both pelagic
and demersal surveys. This means
that scientists take samples of
fish that live in the middle of the
water-column (pelagic species) or
on the seabed (demersal species).

Marine scientists carry out surveys
of fish in the ocean in order

to research and help protect
Ireland'’s valuable fishing stocks.
The scientists survey several
different species such as mackerel,






