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The Marine Institute’s Explorers Ocean Champion Awards celebrates the
achievements of primary schools that have completed an Explorers Healthy Ocean
School Project, showing how it has helped them become active citizens, marine
leaders, and ocean champions.

The Ocean Champions School Awards:

e Enable schools to highlight the Healthy Ocean School projects showing the
work that the children have done and the skills they have gained.

¢ Inspire engagement among teachers and children to create strong positive
relationships and connections.

¢ Involve the local community and increase awareness about schools’
pro-active engagement that supports sustainable activities.

e Provide an opportunity for the school to celebrate and raise awareness being
recognised as an award-winning school in their community.

What the teachers say...

ee

ELORE,



Step 1. DIVE IN - BRING EVERYONE ON BOARD

It's as easy as 1+2+3...

Never underestimate the power of a small group
of thoughtful people to make a difference.

In fact, it is the only thing that ever has.
Margaret Meade

Top Tip: Organise a check list and get the children to help get organised...

Download the application form from the Explorers website or ask your outreach
officer for a copy. Seek guidance from them on ideas of how to best present your
project.

Create a calendar with goals and deadlines for activities. Gather support from other
teachers and classes; involve the students and teachers to source photos,
testimonials, writing content, organising logos, GDPR forms, and choose the final
selection of photos that can be shared.

Set up a folder prior to completing your school project. Keep a record of the activities.
Make notes of quotes and feedback. Take photos or short films of activities and save
in the folder.

Give yourself time to complete the application. Try completing the application by
filling in the sections as you complete the activities. Set up the template with
headings for the PowerPoint Presentation.



Step 2. GO BLUE - SELECT YOUR CATEGORY

No one will protect what they don’t care about,
and no one will care about what they

have never experienced
David Attenborough

Top Tip: Keep it simple and tell us your story

Select ONE Healthy Ocean Category that best fits your project!

CATEGORY 1: MARINE STEAM SCHOOL PROJECT - The project should be
based on science, technology, engineering, and maths — to inspire learning about
the ocean. This arts element could include design concepts, creating, building, and
testing, to enhance the STEAM experience.

CATEGORY 2: OCEAN LITERACY CREATIVE SCHOOL PROJECT - The project
should show how the students, teachers and others have engaged and learned
about what ‘ocean literacy’ means (check the Explorers Project Resources). The
project must include at least one of the ocean literacy principles, where the students
have communicated and used language and creativity to share their ocean literacy
story in a meaningful way. This may be through the arts, music, film, or drama.

CATEGORY 3: SDGs & THE OCEAN SCHOOL PROJECT - The project should
show how the children and teachers participated in becoming active citizens at a
local level. Demonstrate how the children have explored one of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals and how it links to the ocean. This may be through climate
action, good health and wellbeing activities, or incorporating the 5 Rs in school life.

CATEGORY 4: MARINE OUTDOOR SCHOOL PROJECT - This project should
show how children and teachers have organised and participated in environmental
care and awareness activities outdoors. The project may be used to develop the
children’s investigative and active learning skills relating to the ocean and/or
seashore. This could include seashore fieldtrips, safety on the water, or visiting
museums and aquariums. CoX
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Don’t forget: All projects should include a community element. [|
This may include a guest speaker visiting the school
or the school visiting a marine heritage site, museum,
gallery or an aquarium, or a marine business.




Completing the Explorers Ocean Champions Application
Form

Highlight how the school project has benefitted the children, teachers, and
community involvement.

Present your work in a PowerPoint or e-Book following the headings in the
application form. Use photos or film that demonstrate the activities involving
everyone. Use short descriptions of the photos and quotes to enhance the
message.

Show evidence of your evaluation of the project and share your results. This
might be a fun ocean literacy quiz or a tick-the-box / smiley face rating.
Include how the project has incorporated the Primary School Curriculum
Framework competencies & skills.

Don’t forget to get testimonials from the children, parents, guest speakers that
highlight their thoughts and experiences. It is often what they say — from the
heart — that adds value and shows their engagement.

Check out other awards to present your Explorers Healthy Ocean School
Project. Demonstrate how your project has been submitted or included in
other awards that relate to the ocean theme.



Step 3. RIDE THE WAVE - SHOW OFF THE
CHILDREN'S HEALTHY OCEAN PROJECTS & AWARD

Ocean separates lands, not souls...

Munia Khan

Organise a special ocean event dedicated to show casing the children’s project,
certificate, or award. This is a wonderful way to celebrate
what the teachers and children have achieved.

Top tip: Dress for the occasion!

e Ocean Dress up Day: Get dressed up and celebrate the ocean. From marine
species, scientists, and engineers to fishers at sea, get the children to make
outfits for the event.

e As part of the school project and celebrations, the children may like to
decorate their classrooms, school hallways, school entrance, reception, and
grounds, using marine-themed decorations and artwork made by the children.
These might be shark jaws around doors, seaweed paper streamers floating
from air vents, fish images in the windows.

¢ Invite parents and community members involved in your project. Make it a
media day and showcase the school’s achievement! Take photos and share
them on your school website, through a community newsletter or local press.



ONE LAST TIP: THE OCEAN CHAMPIONS
AWARDS

All participating schools in the Explorers Healthy Ocean School Project will receive
an e-Certificate of Participation to highlight the work that they have achieved.

The Ocean Champions Awards:

The school projects submitted for an Ocean Champion Award will be reviewed.
The top projects will be shortlisted under each category based on the criteria set in
the application. The shortlist will be evaluated by a panel of five judges
representing the Marine Institute, the Explorers Education Programme
management team, as well as other education stakeholders. All finalists will be
notified of the results within the school year.

A National Winner will be selected based on the shortlist of finalists.

The national winner will receive an Explorers ‘We Are Ocean Champions’ Plaque
and certificate. This award is for the school that demonstrates exceptional
engagement with students, teachers, and their local community.

The National Winner will be presented with a special award, by the Marine
Institute and the Explorers team who will visit the school and celebrate their
achievement.

The national winning school will also have a special photo taken with a visiting VIP
presenting the award. The Explorers team will also be there to meet all the students.

The Category winners will receive a plaque, framed certificate, and a web badge.
Where there may be more than one exceptional entrant for an Award, the judges
may deem a project better suited under a new category name.

The finalists will receive a Certificate of Excellence and a web badge.




If you have any enquiries relating to the awards, send
us a note via our online Enquiries form at
www.explorers.ie
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